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qualia structure /ckwe}l}v/, singular quale /ckwe}lip/ In lexical semantics, a
mode of representation which builds on the logical connection between senses
to arrive at a richer semantic representation for nouns and adjectives. The
‘qualia’ refer to modes of explanation for the object. This kind of approach is
used to account for such matters as how a hospital can be both an institution and
a building, or a window both an aperture and a physical object.

qualification (n.) A term used in syntax to refer to certain types of structural
dependence of one grammatical unit upon another. In some traditional gram-
mars, for example, dependent items in a noun phrase (such as adjectives,
prepositional phrases) were said to qualify the noun (act as qualifiers). In
Hallidayan grammar, on the other hand, the term is reserved for structures
following the head of the noun phrase: the car in the street would be analysed in
terms of M–H–Q, standing for modification–head–qualification.

quality (n.) (1) A term used in auditory phonetics and phonology to
refer to the characteristic resonance, or timbre, of a sound, which is the result of
the range of frequencies constituting the sound’s identity. Variations in both
vowels and consonants are describable in terms of quality, e.g. the distinction
between [i], [e], etc., would be called a qualitative difference. In this sense, the
term ‘quality’ is generally opposed to quantity or length. Voices are also
described as having a characteristic ‘quality’ (see voice quality).
(2) A term identifying one of the maxims of conversation: the maxim of
quality states that a person’s contribution to a conversation should ideally be
true – for example, people should not say what they believe to be false.

quantal theory see quantum

quantifier (n.) (Q) A term used in semantic or logical analysis, referring to a
set of items which express contrasts in quantity, such as all, some, each. The
status of some of these items has particular significance in the construction of
logical systems, and the distinctions made in logic between universal quantifica-
tion (i.e. ‘for all X, it is the case that . . .’) and existential quantification (i.e. ‘for
some X, it is the case that . . .’) may be found in semantic studies. In some
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models of grammatical description, quantifiers refer to a class of items
expressing contrasts in quantity occurring with restricted distribution in the
noun phrase, e.g. much/many, several, a lot of. Adverbs of quantification (e.g.
usually, seldom) may also be recognized, especially in semantic studies. The rule
of quantifier-floating has been proposed by some transformational linguists,
to handle the mobile properties of quantifiers in sentences, as in All the people
arrived v. The people all arrived. Quantifier-raising is a process assumed in
government-binding theory which applies in the mapping from S-structure
to logical form and moves a quantified noun phrase such as everyone into
clause-initial position, giving structures similar to those assumed in logic.

quantitative linguistics A branch of linguistics which studies the frequency
and distribution of linguistic units using statistical techniques. The subject has
both a pure and an applied side: the former aims to establish general principles
concerning the statistical regularities governing the way words, sounds, etc., are
used; the latter investigates the way statistical techniques can be used to elucidate
linguistic problems (such as functional load, stylistic distinctiveness,
authorship identity). Considerable use is made of corpora.

quantity (n.) (1) A term used in phonology to refer to the relative durations
of sounds and syllables when these are linguistically contrastive; also referred
to as length. The term is particularly used in historical studies of vowel and
syllable length, and is contrasted with the notion of quality; but a quantitative
analysis also applies to consonants, as seen in such notions as ‘long’ v. ‘short’
consonants and gemination.
(2) A term identifying one of the maxims of conversation: the maxim of
quantity states that a person’s contribution to a conversation should ideally be
just as informative as is required for the purposes of an exchange – for example,
avoiding verbosity.

quantity sensitivity In metrical phonology, a foot-shaped parameter
governing the distribution of light and heavy syllables in terminal nodes of
feet. In quantity-insensitive feet, all syllables are treated as equally light or equally
heavy; there are no restrictions. In quantity-sensitive feet, heavy syllables may
not occur in recessive positions, and are stressed. Quantity-determined feet
are quantity sensitive, with the additional requirement that dominant terminal
nodes must dominate heavy syllables. Quantity sensitivity may also be formal-
ized using moras (as in metrical grid theory).

quantum (n.) In phonetics, a term sometimes used for an anatomical region
within which relatively large variations in articulation have no or minor
acoustic consequences. However, a small shift outside of this zone will produce
a large acoustic change. For example, when a constriction reaches a critical
cross-sectional area, there is a sudden shift as the sound moves from an appro-
ximant to a fricative mode of articulation. It is argued that articulation is
evolutionarily organized to make maximum use of the vocal tract’s ability to
produce such changes, which are thus critical in the development of phonolo-
gical distinctiveness. The notion is central to the quantal theory of speech
proposed by US phonetician Kenneth N. Stevens (b. 1924). In a development of
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this approach, quantal relationships are proposed both between articulation and
acoustics and also between acoustics and perception.

question (n.) (Q) A term used in the classification of sentence functions,
typically used to elicit information or a response, and defined sometimes on
grammatical and sometimes on semantic or sociolinguistic grounds. syn-
tactically, in English, a question is a sentence with inversion of the subject
and first verb in the verb phrase (yes–no questions, such as Is he going?),
commencing with a question word (WH-questions, such as Where is he?), or
ending with a question tag (e.g. He’s going, isn’t he?). Some would include the
use of sentences with a rising intonation to be a class of question. Semantically,
questions express a desire for more information, usually requesting a reply from
the listener (exceptions include rhetorical questions (e.g. Isn’t that awful?)). The
term is usually contrasted with three other major sentence functions: statement,
command and exclamation. In grammatical discussion, questions are usually
referred to as interrogative in form. Sentences which contain a subordinate
clause which is interrogative in form are sometimes called indirect questions (or
embedded questions), as in They asked what they should do. See also direct (2).

Quirk grammar The approach to grammatical description pioneered by British
linguist (Charles) Randolph Quirk (Lord Quirk, b. 1920) and his associates, and
published in a series of reference grammars during the 1970s and 1980s, not-
ably A Comprehensive Grammar of the English Language (1985). It is a synthesis
of knowledge about the grammatical structure of English, bringing together
information from a range of descriptive approaches, informed by copious illus-
tration from corpus materials, and paying special attention to stylistic and
regional varieties. Terminology generally falls within the European tradition of
reference grammars (clause, subject, verb, object, etc.), but a number of
novel terms are introduced, such as comment clause, echo utterances, and the
distinction between conjunct, disjunct and subjunct.

quotative (n.) In discourse analysis, a term used for a form which introduces
a piece of direct speech (e.g. she said, he goes). A zero quotative is the reporting
of direct speech with neither a reporting verb nor an attributed speaker.


